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HOBTlOOTVrUBE. 

In this country, the science of horticulture is making rapid 
stride*, but, as an ornamental Art, it is only in its infancy. In 
most of our principal cities, and indeed in those of smaller 
growth, horticultural societies are springing up for the purpose 
of moulding the public taste, aud for the collecting and dissem- 
inating of correct information on all points relating to horticul- 
ture. Judging from their last-exhibition, the New York Horti- 
cultural Society have soared far above and beyond their nume- 
• rons competitors. They have a fair and improvable field before 
them, their list of members embracing many of our foremost 
citizens. A few more such successful exhibitions as the last 
just beld at Niblo's, will conduce to raise the standard of horti- 
cultural taste, and diffuse a praiseworthy emulation, which will 
not fail to enrich the science and benefit us all. Scarcely ever 
have : we seen a better collection of fruits, flowers and plants, 
particularly the former. Of peaches there were but a few speci- 
mens, but pears were abundant. The Pear is likely to be, in 
time, the fruit of our country ; the attention of cultivators has 
been directed for some years to this point, and, as a consequence, 
variety on variety, of all flavors, colors and forms, have been 
produced, some most excellent and others notably worthless. 
Of summer pears, we noticed good specimens of the delicious 
BartUtt. — the favorite of the many : in fall pears, the Duchesse 
(PAngoule'me, Flemish Beauty, Fondante d'Automne, and the 
unexcelled Seckel. The Qlout-Morceau and Vicar of Winhfield 
are among the winter pears. Then there were Grapes of rich 
deep. color and. fioe bloom. "We have native grapes, which are 
rapidly approaching perfection, and which, by cultivation, ripen 
regularly in our fickle, climate. Such are the Concord, the 
Diana and the Rebecca \ this latter is a white, that equals, to 
our taste, even the Muscat or Ohasselas; it is an accidental 
seedling, which was found in a garden near Hudson, N. Y., a 
few years ago. To such perfection is the production of the vine 
brought now, that a gentleman of New England has succeeded 
in .obtaining three crops of fruit, from a foreign grape — under 
glass, of course — in every two years. 

We noticed an abundance of tender Nectarines, of exquisite 
color. Of Apples and Quinces there were but a few samples. 
Plums were in great plenty. 

Of the more'Iowly and embedded fruits of the soil there were 
some of monstrous proportions ; potatoes that would make a 
"far-down?' twirl his shillalah with delight, and pumpkins of a 
Faozatic rotundity. The far-famed Sorghum sucre t or Chinese 
sugar-cane, and the equally notorious Dioscorea batata, or Chi- 
nese potato, were there— this latter appeared, from its elongated 
tubers, as if it seriously contemplated growing through the 
globe, back to its native soil. 

. We wish we could say a favorable word or two for the 
bouquets of flowers on exhibition. We really cannot see 
the beauty of immense cone-like structures of flowers heap- 
ed together,, perfectly regardless of color, form, or size, 
and large enough for a Samson or- Brobdignagian. "We 
noticed with pleasure a few flowers arranged very grace- 
fully in Mosaic baskets, and some centre ornaments added to 
the variety, but not exactly to the grace of the collection. 
We question the propriety of arranging flowers in imitation of 
given forms. A magnificent plant, the Aruni integifolium by 



name, attracted particular, attention, being a gigantic and very 
peculiar plant, with a flower of cream-colored shield-like form, 
that gracefully encircles and protects the immense pistil from 
injury ; the leaves are very large, and are perforated so as to 
ease the stalks from all unnecessary weight; the size of this 
leaf i» such that if it were composed of one entire tissue or 
thickness throughout, it would break the stalk, which is similar, 
but more rigid, to that of the rhubarb. Then there were the va- 
riegated-leaved plants. The Cissus discolor is, without exception, 
the most beautiful of climbers as to foliage ; this is shaded with 
nearly every variety of color, the young leaves being remarka- 
bly brilliant, aud of velvety texture; the pure white flowers 
are produced in the axilla of the leaves, and contrast charm- 
ingly with the leaves. The varied Drmcena or dragon tree, 
with its unique foliage, touched with crimson ; the velvety 
Begonias and the Croton plants, with ornamental leaves of 
various colors. And there was the wonderful Orchid, or but- 
terfly, or air plant, which many suppose to feed upon the air, 
shooting out its gay-colored petals far beyond its stalk, and 
contrasting vividly with its stringy roots. Then the Dahlias, 
revelling in the brilliancy of all tints of color, gratifying the 
eye with their noble discs of varied hue. 

The collection of Febns were really fine. This wonderful 
tribe aro ever welcome. What a diversity of leaf I What an 
unlimitable arrangement or combination is exhibited in the 
placing of the seed vessels I How innocent the little Adiantums 
and Eymenophyllums ! Pictures of modesty these ; then 
there is the hurley-burley and rough-looking Scohpendrinm and 
the Osmunda regalis, the most stately of ferns. What a world 
of interest and beauty from the one progressively up to the 
other, with the vernation or unfolding of the fronds, looking 
like miniature crosiers, which gradually expand into leaves or 
fronds of all forms, arrangement, and position, with golden and 
with silver backs, with red and with black ; tipped, spotted, 
streaked, or margined like embroidery ; stately, erect, and 
gracefully drooping, flowerless, but fruitful ! We are pleased 
to see a taste for this family revived. With them were their 
next of kin, the pretty trailing and lowly Lycopodiwns. But 
how diminutive they all appeared by the side of the lordly 
Araucaria, which stood beside them ; this superb specimen, 
some fifteen feet high, was the A excelsa, or Norfolk Island 
pine, and belongs to a very ornamental genus of evergreen 
trees, which are natives of South America, and of majestic 
growth, often attaining the height of one hundred feet. 

We were sorry to find a lack of shrubs, for these are much 
sought after, and few foreign beauties surpass the American 
seedlings. We would have had the halls and vestibules lined 
with them. Horticultural exhibitions are becoming important 
elements in the expression of public taste, and they deserve 
earnest encouragement. 

Jijnip Corwspitece, Items, tk 

Dear : 

Savoy, Avg. t 1S5T. 

*' I am spending this season here. Borne is too unhealthy for 
the summer months. I suffered all last winter from ailments ; 
and as summer approached, I- suffered still more, barely escap- 
ing that detestable Campagna fever, which has no parallel this 
side of Western prairie-lands. I think I have benefited by 
coming to a purer air. The change is perfectly delightful; I 
could write a volume about it. Howl hate Borne! Ofallmea 



THE GEAYON. 



34=1 



places I think it the meanest: it is meaner because interesting. 
But why men should live there so long, as some do, enamoured 
of the place, I do not know. They certainly have a different 
constitution from mine. I cannot endure the sun-sweatings 
and shadow-chill ings, the mean, low, dirty, scandalous cafes ; and 
then the people! But I must refrain, lest I grow eloquent 
with rage. For Heaven's sake if ever you come to Italy, only 
come to see it, and then cut and run ; take away only the 
.recollection of its attractions; don't- linger there to know it, 
for if you do, you will compare it with other lands, and then 
the charm is lost. And yet, nature there is beautiful— but I hate 
the country from the bottom of my heart I P." 

Meiningen. — The annual exhibition of historical pictures at the 
castle of Landsberg, in Meiningen, the first of which was started 
in 1853, by the hereditary prince George of Saxe-Meiningen, 
opened on the 19th July last. This prince is himself an artist 
as well as a patron of the Fine Arts. He possesses many gems 
of Art, among which is Thorwaldsen's " Expedition of Alexan- 
der," in the villa Oarlotta, on the lake of Oomo. Among the 
productions of the prince's own hand is the " Battle of Dittmar- 
sen," representing a spirited German maiden leading on the 
peasantry against their Banish oppressors. Many German art- 
ists are indebted to him for encouragement and assistance 
especially Andreas, Muller, and Carl Losson, whom he induced 
to take up their abode at Meiningeu. These artists accompanied ' 
him to Rome, where the first-named, already distinguished by his 
picture of the " Killing of the First-born in Egypt," executed an 
apotheosis of the recently deceased wife of the Prince — Charlotte 
— from whom he inherited the above-mentioned villa Oarlotta. 
This painting, said to be admirably executed, forms part of the 
present exhibition, the arrangement of which is under the 
care of Mailer and Losson, and of Ludwig Bechstein, the poet. 
S. Diez, the court-painter of MeiniDgen, whose " Breakfast of 
the Duke of Alva, at the castle of Kudolstadt," attracted so 
much attention at the exhibition of Gotha, and who chiefly 
excels in portrait-painting, is one of the contributors to the 
Meiningen exhibition. But the principal artistic attractions 
are the great historical pieces, many of which are loaned 
for the occasion by the King of Prussia. These embrace 
Kaulbach's cartoons of the " Destruction of Jerusalem," " Build- 
ing of the Tower of Babel," and the "Dispersion of Nations;" 
his illustrations of " Tradition and History," his mythological 
and allegorical pieces, as " Isis," " Venus," " Architecture," 
" Sculpture," " Music and Painting ;" the friezes on the stair- 
case of tbe Berlin Royal Museum, representing " Rhameses' 
Expedition to India," and " Alexander's Expedition to Asia," 
and the famous humorous and frieze-cartoons of the same master, 
symbolizing the growth of childhood into manhood, and of 
manhood into civilization, thus illustrating the philosophy 
of history. Among the other great cartoons are those of 
Schnorr of Dresden (including his celebrated outlines to 
the Niebehingen\ Deger of Dusseldorf, Schwind, Schrandolf, 
Folz, and Hauschild of Munich, Elster of Brunswick, Stilke, 
and above all, those of Peter von Cornelius of Berlin, for whose 
olossal " St. Luke," and " St. John," and other pieces a sepa- 
rate hall in the ducal botanical garden had to be fitted up, 
while the other contributions are exhibited in the upper part of 
the theatre. The minimum price of admission is fixed at about 
ten cents for single visits, and one dollar for season tickets ; 
the tickets giving also free admission to the botanical garden ; 
the net proceeds are to be devoted to the ereciion of a new 
fountain upon the market-place, to be called Beinrichtbrunnen; 



or, Henry's Fountain, in commemoration of Henry II., the last 
German emperor of pure Saxon descent. This monarch, in 
1003, laid the corner-stone of the Meiningen cathedral, and in 
many other respects benefited the town ; his statue is to em- 
belish the fountain. Among the new contributions to the 
exhibition we will further mention " an original image of a 
Madonna," by Raphael, and Ferdinand Mailer's large frieze- 
painting in imitation of alto-relievo, representing incidents 
occurring on the passage of the Alps during Barbarossa's second 
expedition against the Milanese, executed by order of the 
prince, for the villa Oarlotta. Meiningen is full of strangers 
anxious to take a view of the treasures of Art of the exhibition, 
while the beautiful environs, the stately pile of the adjacent 
castle of Landsberg, the charming parks, the cheapness of 
living, and the cordial urbanity of the. citizens, contribute not a 
little towards investing their visit with manifold artistic, and 
social enjoyments. 

Beelin. — The orator of the annual meeting of the Royal 
Academy of the Fine Arts which took place on the 21st July 
last, was E. H. Toelken. He made touching allusions to the 
members deceased during the year, such as Stier and Rabe, profes- 
sors and contributors, and the latter president of the academical 
senate ; Buclihorn, professor of engraving, who died Nov. 13, 
1856, bequeathing $7,500 to tbe academy, and $3,000 to that of 
his native town of Halherstadt, the interest of these sums to be 
devoted to the support of poor artists ; be further bequeathed 
$750 to the Berlin Artist's Association for the benefit of the 
needy members or their bereaved families ; Gate], the landscape 
painter, who died Dec. 19, 1856, celebrated for his excellent 
Alpine, French, and Italian landscapes, also for bis great altar- 
piece in the Louisa church of Charlottenberg, entitled " Christ's 
Resurrection," executed by him at Rome in 1834, and presented 
to the church by Prince Henry ; Professor Kruger, who died 
21st January last, noted for his proficiency in hunting pieces 
and pictures of dogs and horses, etc., and by his statue of the 
late emperor Nicholas of Russia, and of the present king of 
Prussia; of Lindpainter the "ffurteinberg chapel-master, who 
was a member of the musical section of the academy, and who 
died August 22, 1856 ; and to the French artists Delaroche and 
Boucher. Toelken announced the name of ProfessorEduard 
Mandel, as successor to the chair of engraving vacated by Buch- 
horn's death, also the awarding of the prize for the best his- 
torical painting to Kiesling of Breslau, a graduate of tbe 
Dresden Academy, where he studied under Schnorr's direc- 
tion. He also stated, that of the artists formerly assisted by the 
academy in the shape of anaual stipends, Ende, the architect, 
continues to be in Italy ; Schnltz, the sculptor, at Rome; while 
"Woltze, the painter, is expected home from a tonr through Bel- 
gium. Over 100 pupils attend the academy, the preparatory 
classes comprising 78, and the general school of drawing 100. 
The great point iu Toelken's address was his reference to the 
decline of a taste for the study of the ancient schools of Art,, 
and the fatal subserviency of modern Art to the industrial and 
materialistic spirit of the 19th century. 

Professor Schrader is engaged upon a picture representing 
"Cromwell at the sick-bed of his daughter, who reprimands 
him on account of the execution of Charles." 

Rauch is engaged upon the Thaer monument, after having 
rusticated for some time at Carlsbad. 

Professor Buclihorn bequeathed the interest of a' capital of 
$3,000 to go towards the free education of a poor young artist 
in one of the Berlin academies of Fine Arts. 
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. Elizabeth Hey, one of the most gifted pupils of Rauch, who 
has already produced many busts and bas-reliefs that have been 
much admired, has received a commission from the Bishop of 
Monster for a marble statue, four feet high, of St. Sebastian. 

Bernard Asinger is engaged npon a work of Art connected 
with the Copernicus monument. He has just completed a 
statuette, three feet high, of Washington. 

MmnoH. — Professor Halbig has undertaken to execute the 
monument to Platen, the Bavarian dramatist, historian, and 
poet, who died at Syracuse, Sicily, in 1835, for $2,500. The 
king furnishes the bronze for it free of expense ; and Count 
Platen's native town, Ausbach, proposes to bear the expenses of 
the pedestal. There are still about $500 wanting to complete 
die requisite amount, for which a subscription list is open since 
Platen's death. Genelli is engaged upon Grecian fresco paint- 
ings for the mansion of the historian of Spanish literature, 
Schack, while 0. Ross has received commissions for landscapes 
for the same house, which promises to become an ornament to 
Munich, and an honor to its gifted owner. 

Fbankfobt-on-the-Maine. — The Guttenberg monument will 
be finished at the end of September. It consists of Guttenberg, 
Faust, and Schoffer, and allegorical figures of Geology, Poetry, 
and Industry, fourteen historical portraits, four pictures of- 
animals, and four figures representative of the towns foremost 
in promoting the infant struggles of the new Art — Mayence, 
Strasbourg, Venice, and Frankfort ; the whole monument will 
consist of 29' figures, of which seven are of large size. It was 
projected June 25, 1840. Since the $9,500 were contributed by 
subscription, $3,000 have been gained by interest, and $1,500 
by proceeds of exhibitions of^aintings, making $14,000; $1,500 
being still wanting to cover the total cost. The exhibition of 
paintings, which proved so beneficial to the monument, was 
organized by Launitz, its architect. 

Ahbcbedam. — In the picture-gallery — Trippenhuis — a new 
catalogue is being prepared, and a general restoration of the 
pictures is taking place. Among the gems here, which have 
not been exhibited for many years, is a little painting by Paul 
Potter, representing a stable, with a peasant busy cutting straw ; 
also a rich piece of Breughel, with a view of Antwerp, pre- 
sented to the Trippenhuis by Mr. Six von Billegom. 

Viehha. — The restoration of the dome of St. Stephens is 
going on rapidly, the emperor having just allotted the annual 
contribution of $25,000 toward the completion of this remark- 
able architectural work. 

Pabis. — David d' Angers* last work, the statue of the great- 
est of the modern medical reformers of France, Dr. Bichat, 
was solemnly installed on July 16th last, in the great court of 
the Medical School. The most interesting architectural news 
is the emperor's intention to complete the Abbey of St. Denis, 
which is to be restored to the condition in which it was in the 
thirteenth century, with the addition of a special family vault 
for the deceased members of the Napoleonic dynasty. 

Among the obituary notices of the past month, that of M. 
Gustave Planche, in Paris, one of the most eminent of Art 
critios, deserves a passing notice. The Literary Gazette says, 
"His papers were always eagerly read and sometimes created 
immense sensation in the literary world. . The honest bluutness 
with which he expressed his opinions, and the excellent rea- 
sons which* he gave for them, created him not a little ill-will 
from those whom he did not admire — and he was not naturally 



of an admiring character; but his victims themselves could 
not refrain from respecting even whilst they abused him. 
Except Beranger, there was no writer of his time more 
remarkable for sturdy independence." He was one of the 
principal contributors to the Bevue des J.)wx Mond.es. 

Annual exhibitions of works of Art are increasing in Europe. 
Many of the towns of France are organizing exhibitions, the 
expenses of which are provided for by general subscription. 
At Bordeaux a gallery is being built specially for exhi- 
bitions, the municipal council being chargeable with the 
necessary funds, 

"Worms. — Twenty-four of the German States have given 
their support to the Luther Monument, and the contributions 
until July 18 last amounted to $4,000. Seven States, including 
Prussia, Saxony, and Hanover, have not yet moved in the mat- 
ter, but it is hardly to be supposed that sectional prejudices will 
retard the payment of the homage doe to the great reformer. 

Beusbrls. — The exhibition here opened on September 1, and 
closes November 1. The contributions from abroad are 
unusually large. 

The Belgium courts of law have just decided a cause of con- 
siderable importance. A picture-dealer sold a landscape, 
frame included, for thirty francs, which he said was by Khtyn- 
"fronwer, one of the most celebrated landscape painters of Bel- 
gium. Herr Kutyntronwer brought an action against the dealer, 
alleging that the picture was a work of such inferior merit as 
for it to be impossible to be mistaken for one of his. The 
tribunal decided that a man pretending to be a picture-dealer 
was bound to understand his business, and to have recognized 
an original of Kutyntronwer's, and awarded heavy damages to 
the artist. — Literary Gazette. 

Liegnitz. — The celebrated exhibition of Baron Minutolis 1 
remarkable collection of works of Art and industry, continues 
to attract crowds of visitors to this place ; the cutlery of the 
middle ages excites especial attention : one of the swords sur- 
passing in beauty and ingenuity any of the productions of 
Benvenuto Cellini. 

Weimae. — Gassers' statue of Wieland; Rietschel's group of 
Goetbe and Schiller were inaugurated at Weimar, September 
8, 1857, this being the hundreth anniversary day of their 
friend and patron, the Grand Duke Charles Augustus. 

CrmiSTiAinA. — The first Scandinavian exhibition opened 
here June 29, 1857, consisting of 105 Norwegian, 43 Swedish 
and 36 Danish works, altogether 184 works of Art, chiefly 
paintings. 

It is said that part of the Castle Bock of Edinburg is to be 
cut away to make room for buildings. Mr. Buskin has come 
out in a letter, protesting energetically against any desecration 
of this, one of the noblest rocks in Scotland. 

England seems to be almost barren of Art news. Mr. 
Thomas Woolner, one of the Pre-Raphaelite Brotherhood, and 
the sculptor of a.fine bust of Tennyson, has a commission for 
a public statue from Australia. 

The Veenon Galleby.— One hundred and sixty drawings 
in water-color, from which the engravers worked in producing 
the engravings of this series, were sold in London on April 8th. 
They were by the best talent of the time, and among the names 
are those of Turner, Dewint, Harding, Barrett, Topham, Muller, 
Frederick Taylor, D. Cox, W. Hunt, D, Roberts, and others. 



